CHAPTER IV
interest was aroused in Dublin when it
was known that^Jb Fitzgibbon, Earl of Clare and
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, was suffering from an illness
which would soon prove fatal There were few chances
of promotion for the Irish Bar and it was generally
hoped that this high post would be given to an Irishman.
Lord Hardwicke had recently been appointed Viceroy;
h& also, was anxious that Irish claims should be gratified
and he wrote on the subject to the Prime Minister.
Lord Hardwicke also wrote in the same strain to Lord
Pelham (the Home Secretary) and to his brother, Charles
Yorke. To the latter he expressed the opinion that "If
he [Lord Clare] should die, Lord Kilwarden would be the
properest person to succeed him, for at present it would
not be right to bring a Chancellor from England".
Lord Clare died on 26th January 1802 and the news was
received officially in London four days later. The Prime
Minister immediately desired the Speaker to wait on him
that afternoon, and Sir John Mitford was informed of the
circumstance and that it was the wish of His Majesty's
Ministers that he should succeed Lord Clare as Chancellor
of Ireland. Sir John was profoundly distressed and dis-
mayed. He felt he was being called upon to make a great
sacrifice, and he expressed reluctance to leave England and
the congenial position he held in order to take office in a
country quite unknown to him: but at the desire of the
Prime Minister he consented to consider the subject further.
On the evening of his interview with Mr. Addington,
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